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CITY OF RICHMOND HEIGHTS, 

MISSOURI 

 

SPECIAL MEETING, May 1, 2018 

 

A Special Meeting of the City Council of Richmond Heights, Missouri was held on 

Monday, May 1, 2018 at 7:00 p.m. in the City Hall Council Chambers, at 1330 S. Big 

Bend Boulevard.  Present were Mayor Jim Thomson, Council Members Rick Vilcek, 

Lisa Eppert, Ashley Metcalf, Dan Sebben, Danny Hebenstreit and Joan Provaznik.  

Reggie Finney and Megan Moylan were necessarily absent.  Also present were Amy 

Hamilton, City Manager, and Pam Hylton, Assistant City Manager, Teresa 

Proebsting, Parks & Recreation Director and Sara Fox, Finance Director.  Michele 

Bock, Managing Director of Public Finance Investment Banking, Piper Jaffray & Co. 

was also present. 

 

Ms. Hamilton stated the purpose of the meeting was to discuss the City’s financial 

position and considerations for funding the $9 million HEIGHTS renovation project.   

 

Michele Bock, the city’s financial advisor from Piper Jaffray & Co. discussed the 

City’s strong financial rating, and presented summaries of two scenarios for the 

council to consider for funding proposed renovations to the community center/library.   

 

Ms. Hamilton stated that plans to upgrade the facility at estimated costs of $9 million 

cost the City about $700,000 per year.  Ms. Hamilton stated the project borrowing 

costs put those conceptual design plans at almost $10 million.  Ms. Hamilton stated, 

after finishing the FY2019 budget, she believe $5 million is more in-line with what 

the city can afford.  Ms. Hamilton stated borrowing the $5 million would cost the city 

about $350,000 a year for the length of the loan.  Ms. Hamilton stated while our Fund 

balances are healthy now, it is not possible to guarantee future of our economy.  

 

The Council discussed the best plan was to focus on basic necessities; a new roof, a 

new swimming pool with needed layout for better usage and safety.  Renovations 

would also include the locker rooms and some other new interior space changes. 

Library renovations were part of the renovations planned, but the library itself does 

not have funds beyond their operating expensive to take on expensive renovations 

themselves. It was noted that some renovations could possibly be undertaken without 

much expense. 

 

After hearing from the consultant, Ms. Hamilton, Ms. Proebsting and comments from 

the Library Board president, who was present in the audience, Council stated they felt 

comfortable in planning an upgrade which would entail the improvements discussed 

and seeking financing for the $5 million range.  It was also discussed that some of the 

considerations planned as improvements could possibly still happen, i.e. workout 

areas, gym changes, if estimates for pool costs come in at a more reasonable estimate.  

It was noted the pool is definitely in need of replacement, costs for 
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repairs/breakdowns were becoming more expensive and more frequent.  Roofing 

matters are also an area that had to be addressed. 

 

While no formal vote was taken, Council agreed that choosing a more basic approach 

to the renovations was advisable.   

 

With no further business to come before the workshop, at approximately 8:32 p.m., 

Mr. Vilcek moved, Mr. Hebenstreit seconded, a motion to adjourn. Carried 

unanimously. 

 

Mayor Thomson declared the meeting, adjourned. 

 

 

 

_____________________ 

PATRICIA S. VILLMER 

DEPUTY CITY CLERK 

 

__________________________ 

APPROVAL 

 

 

   

 

 


